THE PARISH OF CODSALL ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Held on 27th October 2020 in Church
Rev Marg Mattocks welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting and took the opening prayers.

VESTRY MEETING    Election of Churchwardens

Anyone living in the parish of Codsall & Codsall Wood can vote for their Churchwardens but only people who are on the Electoral Roll are entitled to vote at the Annual General Meeting. Churchwardens are elected annually and can be re-elected for a maximum of three years before normally having a break of at least a year.  

Angela said we have received two nominations for Churchwardens – Craig Pickering who has agreed to stand again for his second year and Annie Fletcher. No further nominations were received and both nominees had been proposed and seconded. Rev Marg presented Sue with a gift and we recorded a very big 'thank you' to Sue, who during her term of office has covered an Interregnum and a Pandemic! Sue replied that it has been a very interesting period of her life and thanked everyone for their support.

The Vestry Meeting closed at 7.10 pm.

1.Apologies : Jill Dodd, Victoria & Matthew Jevons, Caroline Seaton, Dan Street & Don Walls.

2. Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting 2019 : The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting and it was proposed by Jill Gollins and seconded by Sue Cartwright that they be accepted.

3. There were no matters arising from the minutes.

4.  Electoral Roll Report :

Codsall & Codsall Wood : Angela said that the number on the Electoral Roll form stands at 178.  Angela recorded her grateful thanks to Jill Dodd for entering all the information on the Church Database.

5.  To receive the Annual Report & Audited Accounts 2019 : Copies of the 2019 Accounts were approved at the PCC meeting in September and had been on the church website prior to the APCM.  A copy of the Accounts is retained on file along with the Finance Committee Report.  Roger Marsh took everyone through the Accounts.  Rev Marg gave a vote of thanks to Roger Marsh, Margaret Jeff and the Finance Team which was unanimously approved.

6.  Churchwardens Report :  This had been emailed to PCC and had been on the church website for some weeks.  Rev Marg thanked the Churchwardens for their work putting together their Report.
7.  To receive other Reports : These Reports had also been emailed to PCC and had been on the church website for some weeks.  At Caroline Seaton's request a letter was read out to the meeting and would be included in the December parish magazine
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8.  Elections - PCC:  Rev Marg said there are a number of people who automatically serve on the PCC : The Vicar, Two Churchwardens 

Evelyn Wallin as Diocesan Synod representative

Three Deanery Synod representatives

Reader – Serena Gilmour

PCC Secretary - Angela Jevons (doesn't have a vote)

To keep in line with Church of England policy, PCC members are elected for three years, serving a maximum of two terms and then taking a one year break. Owing to the lower number of people on the Electoral Roll the main PCC will consist of twelve members.  
There were seven nominations for PCC members – Tracy Carver, John Dodd, Jill Gollins, Jonathan Marsh, Ian Morris, Roger Palmer & Sue Richardson. They will serve for three years on PCC.

The following PCC members will serve one year before coming up for re-election :

Hilary Edwards, Jane Thompson & Jan Walls.

The following PCC members will serve two years before coming up for re-election :

Brigid O'Connor & Diana Morris.

The meeting was happy to accept the PCC nominations.  

9.  Elections - Deanery Synod : Owing to the lower number of people on the Electoral Roll we are entitled to have three people serve on Deanery Synod.  Nominations had been received for Sue Cartwright, David Carver & Roger Marsh.  The meeting was happy to accept these nominations.
10.  Appointment of Sidesmen:  Marg said this is a vital ministry welcoming people into the Church. She asked the meeting if people were happy that the Standing Committee continues to deal with the appointment of sidesmen;  the meeting agreed.
11. Appointment of Independent Examiner :  Mrs Kate Wedgbury is the Independent Examiner to St. Nicholas & St. Peter's Codsall Wood and she has expressed her willingness to act as the Independent Examiner for 2020 Accounts.  Her appointment as Independent Examiner was proposed by Roger Marsh and seconded by Annie Fletcher.  Rev Marg recorded her thanks to Kate whose work is vitally important.

12 . Chairperson’s remarks: Revd. Marg Mattocks                                                          
"Thank You to those who have stepped down. To Gerry Pedder for her commitment to the Health and Safety of our Parishes. To Bill Neal who has committed years of energy in maintaining the Churches here at Codsall. Others like Janice Symonds who has supervised our Cleaning Team, to our cleaners and booking clerks and a particular thank you to Ann Evans who resigned a few weeks ago and to Gail Perkins.  Thank you to Caroline Seaton who sadly had to be made redundant and whose ministry will be sadly missed both as a member of the ministry team and the Children & Family Minister. Thank you to Mike Fox for his years of service to the church especially more recently as PTO. Mike has now retired and we wish him and 
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Rosemary all our good wishes and of course, a very big thank you to Sue Richardson who has been a wonderful churchwarden and had a term of office that has seen not only the interregnum but a worldwide pandemic. 

Thank you to all who have worked tirelessly behind the scenes. I want to include this year particularly our gravediggers who worked with me through some of the most harrowing circumstances, to Marie-De-Lloyde and the magazine distribution team. To Roger Palmer for the work done getting advertising in and  Angela Jevons for the editorial work, to Sean Spinks who enabled the parish magazine to go online. To those who have quietly gone about phoning people and sending cards or emailing, giving a listening ear to many. To those who have worked with me to ensure that we have been able to ensure as much as is possible a safe return to our buildings and to worship, especially our cleaning team. 

To the other half of the double act, Craig Pickering the Churchwarden and the Standing Committee and PCC as we try to navigate through these different times. To Steve Cooper and the Bell Ringers, how wonderful to hear their reintroduction to our acts of worship and to our Lay Readers Jackie, Jill and Serena as well as Revd. Keith Elbourne, Treasurer Roger Marsh, Jill Dodd for her work with the Regular Church Giving and Parish Rooms, Margaret Jeff who assists Roger in so many ways and our Verger Evelyn my partner in crime! To Don Walls and the Churchyard Team, Graham Street and the choir and all our musicians and all those who enable our many groups to serve the community. 

I also want to pay tribute to someone who has enabled so much to happen and has poured in hours of blood, sweat and tears and has enabled us to worship through 37 Sunday services and 21 midweek children’s activities. Through Mothering Sunday, Palm Sunday, a full Holy Week programme, Easter Day, Father’s Day and our magnificent Harvest Festival which witnessed a truly exceptional response from our community. Services which have included guests from our congregations from each of our churches and all of our services, all age groups and has allowed the inclusion of those who are normally excluded either because of health issues or frailty or because they are in isolation. We have been able to include Bishop Michael, Bishop Clive, Archdeacon Sue, local talent Phoebe Bruerton and BBC news presenter Trish Adudu. That thanks goes of course to Dan Street who has used his exceptional gifts to enable the church to offer an exceptional quality of worship and to his sidekick Brigid O’Connor who is learning from the best. 

As we look to the future with all its guessing, I want to share with you part of a letter from Bishop Michael to all clergy."
"As we rebuild our churches for the future, locally and across the diocese, it is clear that there will be many differences from the past. The choice ahead of us is not whether to change or not; change is happening at a fast pace all around us, and the choices we have to make are about how to change, how to listen for God’s calling to us for the present and the future. To ensure that we make these choices, and respond to these changes, in an intentional way, we are establishing a deanery-based program called Shaping for Mission. My hope is that this will help us make future decisions, including financial ones, according to God’s vision for us, rather than simply in order to balance the books. We do indeed have serious financial 
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challenges to face, but even more serious are the missional opportunities being presented to us….... The church which we will rebuild after this pandemic has to be a church which has learned from our experiences, and which is determined to be more faithful, more humble and more just. 

At the bottom of some forms online is the little box that says, “Tick if you are not robot. I am not a robot” and that is true of all of us. This ongoing situation will require new things of us all and a greater ability to be flexible, forgiving and compassionate more desired to build up and not tear down. I ask and pray that we are united around the desire to serve God and build up his kingdom in all we do."
13.  A.O.B. Marg said that normally after the meeting the PCC are called together for a short meeting to elect the Lay Chairman, PCC Secretary & PCC Treasurer but it was felt better to do this within the context of the APM.  The following proposals took place :-

Lay Chairman  David Carver    proposed by  S.Cartwright  seconded by  R.Marsh

PCC Secretary Angela Jevons         "            H. Bristow                "              A.Fletcher

PCC Treasurer Roger Marsh            "            C. Pickering            "               E .Wallin

The first meeting of the new PCC will take place on Tuesday 15th December at 7.30 pm in Church.  A provisional date for the next APCM is Tuesday 27th April 2021.
The Standing Committee will consist of the Vicar, two Churchwardens, Treasurer, Secretary, Lay Chairman, Sue Cartwright as Minute Secretary, one member of Ministry Team and one representative from PCC.

13. Rev Marg thanked everyone for attending, apologised if she had missed anyone out in her "thank you's" and closed the Annual Parish Meeting with The Grace.

