THE PARISH OF CODSALL ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Held on 30th April 2019 at Parish Rooms

Rev Marg Mattocks welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting and took the opening prayers.

VESTRY MEETING    Election of Churchwardens

Anyone living in the parish of Codsall & Codsall Wood can vote for their Churchwardens but only people who are on the Electoral Roll are entitled to vote at the Annual General Meeting. Churchwardens are elected annually and can be re-elected for a maximum of three years before normally having a break of at least a year.  

Angela said we have received two nominations for Churchwardens – Sue Richardson who has agreed to stand again for her third year and Craig Pickering. It was proposed by Matt Jevons and seconded by Evelyn Wallin that Sue Richardson & Craig Pickering be elected to serve as Churchwardens for the coming year. Sue presented Janice with a ‘Lady Gardener’ rose on behalf of us all.  Janice said how interesting her term of office has been and would recommend people to consider being Churchwarden in the future. The Vestry Meeting closed at 7.35 pm.

1.Apologies : J. Bickerton, T. Carver, S. Cartwright, J. Davies, E. Elbourne, J. Fairhurst, R. Fletcher, M. Fox, J. Gollins, S. Hughes, R. Jeff, R. Madelin, J. Morgans, J. Parry, J. Reiss,  W. Rook, J. Shorthouse, D. Walls, K. & J. Walls, M. Walton & V. Worrall
2. Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting 2018 : The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting and it was proposed by Roger Marsh and seconded by ????? that they be accepted.

3. There were no matters arising from the minutes.

4.  Electoral Roll Report :

Codsall & Codsall Wood : Angela said that a new Electoral Roll has to be prepared every six years in line with Diocesan guidelines.  There has been a reduction in the number of people completing an Electoral Roll form this time and the figure stands at 178.  Angela recorded her grateful thanks to Jill Dodd for entering all the information on the Church Database.

5.  To receive the Annual Report & Audited Accounts 2018 : Copies of the 2018 Accounts were approved at the PCC meeting in March and had been in church a few weeks prior to the APCM.  A copy of the Accounts is retained on file along with the Finance Committee Report.  Roger Marsh took everyone through the Accounts and answered questions.  Alan Plant proposed a vote of thanks, which was seconded by Hazel Bristow, to Roger Marsh, Margaret Jeff and the Finance Team

6.  Churchwardens Report :  This had been circulated with the other Reports.
7.  To receive other Reports : Marg said these Reports had been in church for four weeks and everyone at the meeting had a copy.  She said these show how much we are involved in the community and beyond, a very big thank you to all who keep the church alive and healthy.
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8.  Elections:  Rev Marg said there are a number of people who automatically serve on the PCC : Two Churchwardens 

Evelyn Wallin as Diocesan Synod representative

Four Deanery Synod representatives

Clergy – the Vicar & Rev Robert Lintern

Readers – Serena Gilmour, Jill Gollins & Jackie Morgans.

PCC Secretary - Angela Jevons (doesn't have a vote)

To keep in line with Church of England policy, PCC members are elected for three years, serving a maximum of two terms and then taking a one year break. Owing to the lower number of people on the Electoral Roll the main PCC will consist of twelve members.  There were three nominations for PCC members – Brigid O’Connor, Brenda Davis & Diana Morris.  A vote then followed and votes were counted by Janice and Angela and the result was that Brigid and Diana would serve for three years on PCC.
The following PCC members will serve two years before coming up for re-election :

Phil Davis, Hilary Edwards, Jane Thompson & Jan Walls.

The following PCC members will serve one year before coming up for re-election :

John Dodd, Ian Morris, Bill Neal, Roger Palmer, Gerry Pedder & David Ward.

The Meeting was happy to accept the PCC nominations.  

9.  Appointment of Sidesmen:  Marg asked the meeting if people were happy that the Standing Committee continues to deal with the appointment of sidesmen, the meeting agreed. The11.15 service is hosted by Teams.

10.  Appointment of Independent Examiner :  Mrs Kate Wedgbury is the Independent Examiner to St. Nicholas & St. Peter's Codsall Wood and she has expressed her willingness to act at the Independent Examiner for 2019.  Her appointment as Independent Examiner was proposed by Roger Marsh and seconded by David Carver.
11. Chairperson’s remarks: Revd. Marg Mattocks                                                          

"I want to begin by saying 'thank you' to David Carver who, as Lay Chair of the PCC did a sterling job along with the Ministry Team, Church Wardens, PCC and church community in making sure that St. Nicholas and St. Peter’s were supported during the time of vacancy. It is a credit to Simon and to you all that both churches continued with a positive attitude and a determination for the future.

During my short time here Steve and I have both felt warmly welcomed and loved as we settle into our new home, parish and faith communities. It was wonderful to be part of the Harvest Services, Remembrance Sunday Parade, Christmas Tree Festival, Christmas Services and more recently the Holy Week services starting in a barn and finishing with an open-air service and over to the pub for hot cross buns.

It has also been wonderful to see the completion of the Bell Tower and the toilet facilities and the use of the new refreshment area, which has transformed the way people meet and mingle at the end of the services. The hard work undertaken by Jill Dodd and Bill Neal has resulted in the facilities at the Parish Rooms being safer for the years to come.
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We the PCC wish to thank everyone who uses their gifts and talents to serve God through the church and by serving each other. This year we said a sad goodbye to Helen Marsh who was such a key part of so many things and who is missed by us all. We also said good-bye to the Curate Revd. Liz England as she began her new ministry in Buxton. We also said thank you to Revd. Mike Fox who began his sabbatical at the beginning of this year and when he returns after Pentecost will change from Associate Minister to P.T.O. We continue to pray for Robert Lintern our OLM as his health continues to be a concern and restricts his ministry among us. Jill Gollins our Reader has also moved to P.T.O. and our Church Warden Janice steps down this year having completed a painting and decorating advanced course during the redecoration of the vicarage. And no list would be complete without saying thank you to Revd. Keith Elbourne who did a sterling job and continues to minister among us.

The whole ministry team are to be applauded for the way they worked tirelessly for you all during the vacancy and continue to do. Thank you also to our secretary Angela Jevons and Roger Marsh our treasurer, to Bill Neal who has said that this will be his final year as head of our building and maintenance team. To Jill for her ministry at the Parish Rooms, to Caroline for the ministry that is developing and growing among our young families, to Sue and Janice who have been my right and left hand during the last 8 months and to Evelyn who keeps me on the straight and narrow [sometimes].

The first 8 months have been busy and eventful. We have a financial problem on the horizon, the loss over the years of key benefactors and the reduction in income through changes of circumstances, people moving away, some going into residential care and others reducing their giving does need to be tackled by everyone. A recent giving campaign has had disappointing results so that will be something that needs attention. The trial of new patterns of worship to help with the changing circumstances of the ministry team has meant discomfort for some while others have enjoyed the change and I thank everyone for their generosity as we continue to explore our options for the future.

Finally, I need to ask us to pray for the future of the churches and communities in our care. We are called to mission and now need to look to the future and ask what, will our faith community look like in the next five years? Vision does not come from a Vicar it comes from desire, the desire of the faith community at prayer and listening to God, church members and to the local community. Bishop Michael has introduced five themes to help us think about the areas of the church that need attention, locally and nationally. Michael who is famous for his quote, following Christ in the Footsteps of St. Chad has asked the diocese to work through key themes which are:

· Discovering the heart of God

· Growing Disciples

· Reaching New Generations

· Transforming Communities

· Practising Generosity
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It is my intention to begin a Bishops Certificate Course or the equivalent in the Autumn, this alongside bible study groups and social opportunities I hope will grow that desire, that vision which we can own and act upon together.

Thank you for your attendance here tonight. An annual reminder that the churches business is people, faith and community and about making sure we remind each other that we are called to go and make disciples of all in every generation.
12.  A.O.B. Marg said that normally after the meeting the PCC are called together for a short meeting to elect the Lay Chairman, PCC Secretary & PCC Treasurer but it was felt better to do this within the context of the APM.  The following proposals took place :-
Lay Chairman     David Carver    proposed by  S.Richardson  seconded by  I. Morris

PCC Secretary   Angela Jevons         "               A. Plant                "                  P. Plant

PCC Treasurer   Roger Marsh            "               J. Dodd                "                  C. Seaton

The first meeting of the new PCC will take place on Tuesday 11th June at 7.30 pm.
Bill Neal said he needed to clarify matters, he will stay on PCC for another year and is looking to stand down as Co-ordinator of the Building & Maintenance Team soon. He asked about the re-instatement of Holy Communion every week at the 9.30 service.  Marg responded that she will be meeting with Ministry Team soon and that during the month of May will meet with small groups of people who attend the 9.30 service.
The Standing Committee will consist of the Vicar, two Churchwardens, Treasurer, Secretary, Lay Chairman, Bill Neal as Co-ordinator of the Building & Maintenance Team and Sue Cartwright.

13. Rev Marg thanked everyone for attending and closed the Annual Parish Meeting with The Grace.

