CHURCHWARDENS REPORT FOR 2019-20       

Sue Richardson & Craig Pickering 

St Nicholas Church, Codsall and St. Peter’s Church, Codsall Wood 

Parish Rooms: 

A tap was changed and lighting has been replaced where required. 

See the Parish Rooms report for more details. 

Church Development Group (CDG): Work completed 

Organ: Graham Street is going to post a report. 

Churchyard: 

The PCC has approved an extension to the Churchyard. 

Please see the Churchyard Report for more details of the work completed during the year. 

Our thanks go to the team who keep the churchyard in a tidy and safe condition and care for the monuments. 

Quinquennial: 

The last inspection was carried out in March 2017. The general fabric of St. Nicholas Church is in good repair. There is still work outstanding although much has been completed, thanks mostly to Bill Neal. A new building and maintenance team is in place led by Stuart Meikle and Steve Mattocks. 

More details can be found in the Building and Maintenance Report. 

Health & Safety: 

Gerry Pedder has continued to carry out a risk assessments. She will continue to monitor regularly and will respond to any changes when and if required. In her reports she has made several recommendations and would appreciate responses from those groups who have received a report. 

Safeguarding Policy: 

Safeguarding procedures and policies have been adopted and are being looked after by Helen Walker (Safeguarding Officer) and Revd. Marg Mattocks. If any further requirements or changes occur, they will be acted upon as necessary, and any concerns should be discussed with Helen or Marg immediately. D.B.S. checks will be updated and reviewed as necessary and as soon as possible. 
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St Peter’s Church: 
The roof has now been replaced and a deep clean of the church followed. The new hangings created by Cheryl Blackham have been consecrated by Revd. Mike Fox and are now in use. 

St Peter’s Hall: 

For information see the St. Peter's report. 

Aim and Purposes 

Codsall Parochial Church Council (PCC) has had the responsibility of promoting in the ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of the church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical under the leadership of Rev’d Marg Mattocks. The PCC is also specifically responsible for the maintenance of the Parish Rooms, Church Rd, Codsall and St Peters’ Hall, Whitehouse Lane, Codsall Wood. 

The full P.C.C. met in Feb, March, May, September, November 2019. There was a single item meeting in June. The was an additional meeting during January to discuss the Audio Visual System. Other committees met between meetings. Reports were received by the full P.C.C. and issues were discussed as necessary. 

The Codsall Wood Committee met on six occasions. 

Achievements and Performance 

Our mission action plan (MAP) for 2020/2021 is in development. Significant consultation has taken place across the Church and within the clergy team 

1. Building development – This audio visual system is to be updated. 

2. Helping People Connect – As well as other outreach initiatives we have begun services at a barn at Codsall Wood. 

3. Places to meet more deeply – The Lent group which met at the Crown Joules has continued as a Faith Issues group and will continue. 

4. Sharing leadership – We hope to have a new reader. Other will be encouraged to find ways of developing their faith. 
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Focus Areas identified for 2020 

1. To continue and extend our support for Asylum Seekers and the City of Sanctuary as part of our outreach work and complete the MAP. 

2. To continue to extend our connections with people through our many outreach initiatives and increase the number of people involved in the Asylum Seekers Group to connect with Wolverhampton City of Sanctuary. 

3. To create more opportunities for people to meet to consider God’s teaching, through developing further home groups and introduce groups in a more Ecumenical way at appropriate times, such as Easter. We hope to develop even further the links with other churches through youth activities. 

4. To provide training for those who share the leadership of our many groups and activities, to develop their gifts. We also aim to encourage new people to become leaders. 

Highlights of 2019: 

19th May – Church Life Sunday 

2nd June - Civic Service 

22nd June – St Peter’s Summer BBQ. 

22nd – 26th July – Holiday Club, at Trinity Methodist Church 

27th -29th September -Dovedale Weekend 

10th November – Remembrance Sunday Parade to the Cenotaph. 

24th November – 6.30 Ecumenical service at St Nicholas. 

30th November – PCC Away Day to discuss MAP. 

6th December - Carols round the tree 

19th December – Carols at the pub. 

19th and 24th December- Carols at Costa. 

2020  2nd February – Christingle Service. 
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23rd February Shared Lunch in Church 

10th April Ecumenical Good Friday ‘Walk with the Cross’. 

Film nights at regular intervals throughout the year. 

Services at Sheep Close Farm, Codsall Wood, to celebrate Easter, Harvest and Christmas. 

WITH THANKS TO: 

Robert Lintern for his years of service. 

All of the members of our various committees and groups for their hard work. 

The Ministry Team led by Revd. Marg Mattocks. 

All members of the congregation who are so supportive of both churches. 

Our church choir, led by Graham Street. 

Our Bell Ringers led by Andrew Gordon. 

Our verger, Evelyn Wallin. 

Our Treasury Team, namely Roger Marsh, Margaret Jeffs and Matt Jevons and Giving Co-ordinator Jill Dodd 

Angela Jevons, for her continued Administrative work for both churches. 

Caroline Seaton, our Youth Worker, for her CYFAM work. 

Ministry and Worship: 

The Ministry team are as usual very busy organising and running our services at St Nicholas and St Peter’s. 

St Nicholas Church remains open during the day, which is much appreciated by our congregation, the local community and visitors from far and near. 
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Services at St. Nicholas Church: 

Sunday Services 

8am: Holy Communion – quiet and traditional. From January 2019, on first and third Sundays only. 

9,30am: Parish Communion. 

11.15 am: All age Service. A less traditional format, with communion every second and fourth Sunday 

6.30 pm: Evening services. Usually the fourth Sunday of the Month 

Services during the week: 

The Communion Service on Thursdays at 10.15 am is becoming very well attended. 

Also we have Daily Prayer at 9am and Prayer time on Monday evenings. 

St Peters Codsall Wood Services: 

9am: Sunday - Communion service held every 2nd & 4th Sunday - a small but faithful congregation. 

Special Services at St Peters are held at Christmas, Easter, Harvest Festival, and in the Summer. 

Working within the Community: 

The Church continues to have strong community links. 

The committee of local churches, ‘Churches Together’, meets regularly and ecumenical services continue to be held at each of the four churches. 

Our ministry within Codsall remains enhanced by ‘Church in the Village’ (CITV). Coffee, Cake and Chat continues to be very popular and is held in Church on the first and third Wednesday mornings in the month. 

Various social events and Coffee Mornings have been held during the year and enjoyed by members of our own congregation along with the wider community. 

St Nicholas’ First School continues to hold school services in church, including Harvest Festival, Christmas, Easter and the Year 4 Leavers’ Service. An after school activity, 
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St.Nic’s@St.Nic’s, is held there every month and assemblies are taken in three local schools. 

“Experience Easter”, an interactive project, takes place during Holy Week 2020 for the children of all local schools. 

There was an ecumenical evening for the children of local schools held as an alternative to Halloween. 

A day called ‘Know your Church’ was held for the reception children of St. Nicholas School. 

Outreach: 

Our Ministry Team and Lay members of both of our churches carry out many regular activities, these include: 

Visiting local care homes for services, communion and pastoral work which takes the church out into the village community. 

Providing a regular “Community Bus Service” to pick up and bring to church parishioners who find it hard to get to church for mobility reasons to our 9.30am Sunday morning service and then after the service has finished, take them back home again, all done by voluntary drivers and assistants. 

Asylum Seekers Group, who now work with Wolverhampton City of Sanctuary 

Women @the well (a ladies group) that meets at locations outside of Church. 

We also have children & family and Young People groups, all led by properly approved leaders. There is a Ladies Circle, Railway Circle and a Craft group, together with a Choir & Music and Bell ringing groups. 

Other outreach groups and Teams include Codsall Charities and the Pastoral Care Group. 

A sincere ‘Thank You’ to everyone, whatever your role, for your commitment, dedication and hard work thus ensuring St Nicholas’ Church continues to thrive and plays such a vital role and part at the heart of the Codsall community. 

ASYLUM SEEKERS SUPPORT GROUP

Mike Fox 

This is the fifth year we have reported on our work of finding ways to help refugees and asylum seekers. We work closely with the Wolverhampton City of Sanctuary group who 
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hold a drop-in every Wednesday. Whenever we go, we usually have a boot full of donations that people form Codsall have donated and we are grateful for their generosity. Last year, for example, we put out an appeal for sewing machines and within a week we had six machines that have all found good homes. Thanks to everyone who has contributed. 
Last year, we arranged a variety of day trips for asylum seekers, taking a coach party of asylum seeker families out to Bishops Castle, Shropshire (40 went) on a sunny day in July; our hosts there are always very welcoming and arrange a full day of activities, finishing last year with games in a field belonging to a local farmer. There were also day trips to Clissett Wood, Herefordshire (19 went) in June where there were a variety of woodcraft skills to practice and to Wildside, Wolverhampton (10 went) for a trip on a canal boat in August which we helped to plan. We also joined with the Wolverhampton Quakers in running three holidays in Porthmadog for 71 people in August. In total, we enabled over 140 asylum seekers to leave their troubles behind for a short while. 

We continued with our support of the Christmas party in December at Chad/Mark Church in Penn Fields; we provided over 130 Christmas shoeboxes of gifts from St.Nicholas and the wider community to be distributed by Father Christmas and, through 2 well supported cake sales at St.Nicholas, raised over £400 to help with the catering for nearly 300 guests. We provided helpers to wash and clear up during the event – everyone had a great time. 

We also accompany individuals to medical or legal appointments, as well as immigration tribunals where we see the Home Office in action; we believe our presence provides much valued moral support for these difficult occasions. 
CHOIR

Graham Street
The Choir has had another busy year leading the music at St. Nicholas. 

We sang for lots of different events during the year; Memorial services, Carols round the Tree as well as the usual 9:30am Sundays and occasional Choral Evensongs. We sang for the first time at John and Joy’s barn for Harvest Festival. We didn’t robe up for this one!  We also sang at the Co-Op in Codsall in December to support Tettenhall Rotary Christmas charity collection and had our photograph taken with Father Christmas! We also went to Birches First School to sing carols during their Christmas Fayre. 

We sang at numerous weddings which we enjoy doing very much and are always a privilege to be a part of especially when the happy couple are known to us. 

The run up to Christmas was busy, with intensive rehearsals for the Carol Service. The Carol Service was most enjoyable once again and took us to the end of another year. 
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We were delighted to welcome Pat Lane to the Choir. Pat has very quickly become part of the team as an accomplished singer and also playing the Organ. 

We were pleased to mark the occasion of Sue Cartwright being a member of the Choir since she was 12 years old meaning that she has been involved at St. Nicholas for 60 years. We were thrilled to be able to mark this with an RSCM long service certificate. Well done Sue. 

Jan Burton completed her RSCM red ribbon, which we presented to her. 

We sang at the funeral of a former Choir member, June Jones who was a long serving Choir member and only stopped when mobility issues prevented June from getting to Church. May God bless you June. 

My thanks to all our Organists Steve Cooper, Ivan Hill, Daniel Street, Keith Elbourne, Katherine O’Reilly, Michael Davey and Pat Lane. who do such an excellent job between them. Also, to Karen Cooper for playing at Choir practice when needed and to Jan Burton for sorting Choir Practices when I am unavailable. I would also like to thank the ‘reserve’ Choir, who kindly add to our number when asked, namely Pam and Alan Plant, Keith Walls, Di Hughes, Ruth Madelin and Wendy Street. 

The organ maintenance remains in excellent hands with Ivan Hill liasing with the organ tuners/maintainers, Longstaff & Jones. I would like to thank Ivan and Longstaff and Jones for their care, attention and quick response to problems with the organ. 

Finally, I would like to thank all members of the Choir for their commitment, enthusiasm, and team work and to the Ministry Team for their support and encouragement. 
CHURCH ARCHIVES

Judy Davies & Pat Lee

Pat Lee and I have regularly checked the contents of the grey safe. New items have been inserted in the safe and they have been entered into the Index.

Four new copies of the Index have been printed. One has been put into the safe, one has been given to the Vicar and Pat and I have the other two copies.
CHURCHYARD COMMITTEE REPORT 2020

Don Walls

In the reporting the committee held five full meetings, two Churchyard Tidy Days and carried out the Annual Health & Safety check on all Churchyard memorials and trees.
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Churchyard Policy

The new Policy will replace the Chancellor’s Churchyard Regulations dated 2013.  The Policy was presented to the committees by Rev’d Marg and it was noted that the memorial dimensions differ from those permitted in St. Nicholas churchyard.  Rev’d Marg agreed to change the dimensions to those currently permitted in St. Nicholas Churchyard.

It was agreed to abide by the existing Churchyard Regulations of 2013 until the New Policy is finalised.

Burial Policy

Two Burial Policies exist, a Burial Policy for the Parish of Codsall and a Burial Policy covering the special arrangements for the Parish of Bilbrook.

Churchyard Extension

At the PCC meeting held on 26th November 2019 a presentation, detailing the essential issues involved in the “Churchyard Extension Project, was unanimously approved.

A contractor has been chosen and the work will be completed in 2020.

A date for the Consecration Service has yet to be arranged.

Health & Safety

The committee carry out an annual Health & Safety check on all Churchyard memorials and trees.  There is a Parish Safety Policy covering memorials but the majority of the trees are within a Conservation area, so guidance and permission to carry out any tree surgery is first required from S.S.D.C.

Topple Test

This standard Test to detect unsafe memorials is carried out annually.  Unsafe memorials are marked with coloured tape and a notice attached (photographic record kept).  The notice informs the family responsible, that the memorial is unsafe and request it be made safe within 6 months of the date on the notice.  The notice also informs the family that after the 6 months period the memorial will be made safe by laying it down on the grave space.  It is made clear that all restoration work carried out on Churchyard

Memorials must be done by qualified Stone Masons to current N.A.M.M. standards.
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Notice Board

A notice board has been erected at the entrance to the New Churchyard off Church Lane.

Grass Cutting Contract

The 2019 price, per cut, has been held for the 2020 season.  Milder winters are contributing to lengthening the grass growing season.  To maintain the current standards of grassed areas an increase in the number of cuts per year may be necessary.  There were 14 cuts in 2019 which is the minimum number of cuts to maintain a tidy Churchyard.

God’s Acre

This is a charity encouraging the diverse use of Churchyards but preserving the precious and diverse eco systems existing in many ancient Churchyards.

The committee is investigating the possibility of visiting one or more Parishes where they are already involved.
COFFEE, CAKE & CHAT                                                                                                                                    

Hazel Bristow, Sue Richardson, Janice Symonds, Evelyn Wallin & Jan Walls 
We have maintained our twice monthly coffee mornings in Church from 10.00am – 12.00am on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month with a few exceptions, namely Redecoration of the Church and closure due to the recent Pandemic. We are looking forward to the resumption of our coffee mornings in a refurbished building. With the re-ordering of the Chancel area, we now have more room for the seating of guests. 

We welcome around 40+ friends, male and female, churchgoers and village people alike all enjoying the ambience and probably the cakes. Walkers and visitors to the area join us and take pleasure in finding a coffee shop in Church and a very warm welcome. Our charge for coffee and cake etc is just £1 and we have contributed a significant amount towards the Church funds. We thank our generous friends for providing homemade cakes and other items from their pantry. 

Di Hughes brings in her homemade jams, marmalades and chutneys with customers having the opportunity to replenish food cupboards. Annie and Angela bring along Whistlefish cards with beautiful designs and very reasonable prices. We hold a free raffle at Christmas and Easter with prizes supplied by C C C, generous friends and a very supportive Co-op store in Codsall. 

We give thanks to members of the Ministry team who pop in regularly and local Councillors ready to give help and advice to all. Our sincere appreciation goes to those 
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who cheerfully help us to set up first thing and those who help us clear the decks afterwards. 
EVENTS COMMITTEE

Angela Jevons

On behalf of the Events Committee I wish to start by saying 'thank you' to Annie Fletcher who has been Chairman for many years and has worked tirelessly during her years in charge.  We are very grateful to Rev Marg who now chairs our meetings and along with husband Steve always supports the events we organise.
We are very appreciative of all those who support our events either by attendance or donating goodies. 

We held two coffee mornings in the last year and did the refreshments for a Concert by Brewood Singers in November;  at the ATC Commissioning Service in January and for an Arts Festival event in church on April 1st.  We are doing a ‘Favourite Pudding Evening & Food Quiz in late April and a Beetle Drive & Fish&Chip Supper in June. We started Flix@St.Nic's with a variety of films being shown, these are continuing in 2020.
We are pleased to say that we were able to donate £1,310.59. raised at the Coffee mornings and concert by Brewood Singers to church funds. 
Our 7th Chrismas Tree Festival at St. Nicholas Church is due to be held from 4th-6th December.  We hope this will be well supported by all the community.
We hope that you can offer your support at our events, if not by attendance then by offers of cakes or donations of raffle/tombola prizes. 

A very big THANK YOU to all members of the Events Committee for their hard work in ensuring all the events are run successfully.
LADIES CIRCLE

Sue Cartwright

Ladies Circle currently has a membership of fifty-seven, made up of church members and ladies from the wider community. We meet in the Parish Rooms on the first Tuesday of the month, attracting an audience of over forty.

Our aim is to provide a variety of speakers and activities and in the past year we have enjoyed the following:

Howard Drury told us about some famous lady gardeners.
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We enjoyed a lovely meal at ‘The Red Lion’ in Bobbington.

Our AGM followed by Wine and Cheese.

Ruth Lowe, an avid collector of Mary Quant memorabilia, shared her memories of the ‘Swinging Sixties’

John Giffard shared some historical facts about Chillington Hall including some more unusual ones.

‘Christmas Flowers’ by Alison Harrison.

Our Christmas Party: good food, fellowship and the ‘Twelve Days of Christmas’!

Judy Davies told us about the influence of Bakers Nurseries on Codsall.

‘Hats, Bonnets and Hairstyles’ since the 18th Century.

Ann and David Harris gave a presentation on behalf of the Leprosy Mission about the valuable work undertaken by the Mission today.

A humorous talk by Margaret Smallman, ‘Pass along the bus, please’.

We look forward to a talk and demonstration by ‘Nova Chocolates’, a visit to St Bartholomew’s Church Tong followed by lunch and then it is back to our AGM.

My sincere appreciation to all the committee for their hard work and commitment, thus ensuring that Ladies Circle continues to be so successful and helping to make my role much easier.

MONDAY ENQUIRY TEAM

Angela Jevons

Enquiry Evenings are held in church on Monday evenings (7.30pm-8.15pm)  The teams consist of Pat Lee & Jan Walls and Annie Fletcher & Angela Jevons working on alternate Mondays (apart from Bank Holidays).  The teams deal with couples enquiring about Weddings and Baptisms in St. Nicholas Church and St. Peter's Codsall Wood.  The teams are often the first point of contact that couples have with anyone from the Church and they always ensure a friendly welcome is given.  Eighteen weddings took place in 2019, however only ten are booked for 2020 with a few booked for 2021 & 2022!  Baptisms continue to be popular and we are now booking into the Summer.
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PARISH MAGAZINE

Angela Jevons
The Magazine Committee consists of Mary & Roger Palmer (Advertising Managers), Margaret Jeff (Treasurer), Maria de Lloyde (Distribution) and Angela Jevons (Editor).  
Churchwardens also attend meetings where possible, although we have not met recently.  Magazines are sorted and packed by a band of willing helpers headed up by Hazel Bristow and we acknowledge with thanks their help.  Magazines are delivered to local shops, businesses and houses and we record our thanks to the magazine distributors for all their help. There are a few people who have left the area who still receive their magazine through the post. 

Our thanks as always to Margaret Jeff for her hard work as Treasurer.  We record our thanks to Wombourne Printers who produce a very professional magazine.  

PARISH ROOMS

Jill Dodd
April is the start of another year in recording events. A Fire Assembly notice was requested from the 2018 Risk Assessment to be placed by the back door, Evacuation Instructions are given out when the rooms are hired. 

In May we received a questionnaire from South Staffs Environmental Health and Licensing so they could update their records and to establish who and what is cooked on the premises. 

All groups were asked and the outcome was that only sandwiches were done by Humpty Dumpty onsite. Cakes were brought in and food was prepared off site for either Ladies Circle, Coffee Morning, Railway Group, Craft Group. The youth worker does not have a Food Hygiene certificate so they also prepare food and bring it in when needed. No meals are done on site at this moment at this time. They were informed that there is a thermometer and a freshener in the fridge and at weekends the fridge is empty for the use of hirers only. 

In July we confirmed that Sean Spinks would be cleaning the windows outside now and will also do the sky light in the porch periodically to keep it free from leaves etc. 

We also replaced the hand wash sink in the kitchen because the hand wash liquid had corroded the stainless steel sink. 

In August we had to replace the old tube lighting in the ladies’ toilet with LED which is more economical, we also installed better lighting in the disabled toilet with a sensor that turns the light and fan off after 10mins. While the electrician was there he tested the emergency lighting and batteries in case of a power failure. 
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One of the cupboards in the corridor had its door re-hung because of it being forced shut. 

During a private party in September Humpty Dumpty’s mugs and dishes were used so we purchased a number of brightly coloured mugs and plates for hirers to use. 

David Owen, the electrician had informed us that he was concerned about the old tube lighting in the corridor, the PCC were made aware of this and agreed that they should be changed, this was done at the end of October. 

In November we had a number of power surges this blew the sensor of the security light outside by the path during a Ladies Circle meeting, David Owen was called and replaced the light the following day. 

Humpty Dumpty had their AGM to talk with their parents to see what their views were on the extra hours they had been offering and to discuss the lack of children attending during the afternoon sessions. The parents also suggested that they should perhaps start to fund raise to help with their lack of funding. 

We lost The Dance Club because their group had become so big they needed another venue to accommodate them. Heartbeeps needed to find somewhere to do mornings only, we lost those too. 

A new Fire Extinguisher had to be replaced in the kitchen as the handle did not work. 

When Humpty Dumpty came back after the Christmas holidays in January they informed us they did not need the afternoons hours any more, they did not have the numbers of children to keep it going and it was not viable to keep the longer hours. 

February we had to replace the tap in the veg prep sink as the tap had seized and it could not be moved. 
PASTORAL CARE GROUP 
Jan Walls

We try to meet once a month under the leadership of Reverend Margaret. Our aim is to give help and support to anyone from our congregations in need and those for whom we hold a concern, the sick, the elderly, the bereaved and those perhaps needing advice or just tender loving care for short periods. We offer out time, friendship, comfort and encouragement together with our love and prayers. 

Our group members are usually aware of people who may be troubled, vulnerable, in need of compassion and loving advice. Very often members hold advantageous information and a background awareness to enable the clergy and the group to alleviate 
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a stressful time in a person’s life. All our conversations and exchange of views are entirely confidential. 

We hold a database of those we have concerns about at anyone time, adding or removing names as appropriate, after much reflection and prayer by the group and the Ministry team. The prayer list on the weekly news sheet is also updated in the same way. 

We offer communion to the housebound in our Parish and to most of our care homes, members of the group taking a short service of prayer, often with music and offering communion when possible. These services are very much enjoyed by the residents and in return give satisfaction to all of us. We have some very loyal friends within Church who accompany us and improve the quality of the service we offer. The Church has purchased a portable disc player which together with the hymn books greatly assists us when a particular care home cannot provide one. Thankyou ! 

We try to cover any significant celebrations occurring in our congregation, sending cards and occasionally flowers if appropriate. In return, we receive appreciation and thanks. 

Thanks to each member of the group for giving their time and sharing thoughts and ideas in a generous manner. 

RAILWAY CIRCLE

Mike Morgans
 

We continue to meet on the first Wednesday of the month from September to May inclusive.

Roger Fletcher as fixture secretary has been able to provide many excellent speakers and with Ray Jeff as treasurer our funds remain quite healthy.

Each member was given a diary and calendar at Christmas. Annie Fletcher continues to make a delicious array of cakes for each meeting which is greatly appreciated.
WOMEN@THEWELL

Wendy Street
During 2019 we managed to come up with another great variety of meetings. We were pleased to support the Lighthouse Cinema to see the film ‘The Green Book’. We decorated cupcakes with a spring theme with Emma Smith expertly guiding us. April, we had a Lent Reflection led by Helen & Serena based on ‘The King’s Speech’. Tried our hand at 10 pin Bowling, spent a wonderful June evening aboard Carrol Baker’s lovely narrow boat. Had our July Garden Party, where it tipped it down, so we were inside 
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looking out at the garden! We shared favourite recipes. Had a fabulous evening led by Alison Harrison creating a table decoration that we could use at Christmas. November we went out and shared a meal together. New friends have joined us along the way and it has been really good sharing all this in faith and fellowship.  

